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characters should have a deep, resonant voice to match the
qualities of his face. A good dancer of ban's, according to Bali-
nese standards, is rare. We never tired of watching the princes
Dewa Cede Rake of Batuan and Gusti Ngurah Regog of Tegal-
tamu when they acted together.

The music for the bans, played by a gamelan gong, consists of
striking standard melodies with contrasting interludes that indi-
cate the steps and the moods portrayed by the dancer. Every
part of his body, from his toes to the tips of his fingers, is in
action during the dance. Every muscle of his face is controlled
at will to render the storm of passions expressed by the quick-
tempered warrior; expressions of admiration and wonder at an
invisible magic world all around him, surprise and rage at im-
aginary enemies, pleasure, tenderness, and love. But as the
music grows more violent, the dancer becomes more and more
tense, raising himself on his toes until he gives the impression
of growing in height; his eyes seem ready to jump from their
sockets, his whole body trembles, making the flowers of his head-
dress shake violently. So raised on his toes and with his whole
body at high nervous tension, he slaps his thigh and points an
accusing finger at his enemy, as with wild yells of " Wah! "
" Adoh, adoh! " he draws his kris and struts aggressively towards
his foe, who comes forward at the same moment; before they
meet, the dancers stop defiantly, cursing each other, and when
the clash comes, with tiger-like grace they perform a stylized duel
to music, in which the routing of one of the characters indicates
the end of the dance.

The ritual bans gede, bans tumbak, has an exorcizing character
and is invariably danced at important cremations and in the feasts
of the un-Javanized villages. It appears to be a native of Bali. There
is a particularly magic ban's, called ban's tekolc d/ago, in which the
dancers are dressed in magic black and white chequered cloth
(polen) and gringsing scarfs, which is prescribed for cremations in
Badung; but in Sanur there is a group that dances in all-white
clothes.